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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 July 2001 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Hn^n^T tl0n iS -S i° nditi0n for allowance e ><cePt for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
DispositioS o? ClSmr 6 PraCtiCe Und6r Exparte Quayle ' 1935 C D - " 453 0 G - 213 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8M Claim(s) 1^35 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9)Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a )D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
t application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 9 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

km-i 2 !! 9 translation of the forei 9 n "anguage provisional application has been received 

1 5) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ^ n . . . ~ 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Paten, Drawi g Review (PTO-948) 5 R SiZf fn^TpT^ 1 ? " 

3) □ Nation Dsdosure Statements) (p? 0 - 14 49) Paper Z) . 6) Q 5£ ^ APP,ICatl ° n (PT °" 152) 
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Restriction/Election 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 
Group I. Claims 1-33, drawn to a method for determining the severity of an arthritis 
condition in a mammal, said method comprising determining whether or not a sample from said 
a mammal contains an elevated level of a CD21L polypeptide, an elevated level of a 
lymphotoxin p polypeptide, or an elevated level of a chemoattractant polypeptide, and 
communicating information about the presence or absence of said markers to a professional, 
classified in class 435, subclass 7.1. 

Group II. Claims 34 and 35, drawn to a kit and instructions to use, comprising at least two 
oligonucleotide primer pairs, classified in class 435, subclass 6. 

These inventions I-II are each independent and distinct for the following reasons. 
Inventions I-II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are not 
disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). For example, invention II, 
directed to a kit comprising oligonucleotide pairs, is distinct from invention I, drawn to a method 
of determining the levels of polypeptides. The oligonucleotide pairs of invention II cannot be 
used for determining levels of polypeptides in invention I. Therefore, these inventions cannot be 
practiced together, while they also require separate searches, and considerations. Thus, these 
inventions I and II are patentably distinct. 

Having shown that these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, they have 
acquired a separate status in the art shown by their different classification, and recognized 
divergent subject matter as defined by MPEP § 808.02, the Examiner has prima facie shown a 
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serious burden of search (see MPEP § 803). Therefore, an initial requirement of restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Advisory Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarada C Prasad whose telephone number is 703-305-1009 The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8.00 AM to 4.30 PM (Eastern time) 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yvonne Eyler, can be reached on (703) 308-6564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-0294 

,h«HiH T 1 ^ ° f u a 8enera ! natUrC ° r rdating t0 ±e status of application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 

Sarada Prasad, Ph.D. 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1646 
June 25th , 2002 
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